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We went out to America by sea, but I returned by Clipper,
actually in the same plane Winston Churchill had travelled by on
his last visit. We left Baltimore at midnight and arrived at
Newfoundland about 10 a.m. I had never crossed the Atlantic
by air before, and I found it a thrilling experience. It seems only
the other day when a flight across the Atlantic was recorded as a
great adventure, and here was I comfortably sitting in an armchair
and leaving it to go to the smoking-room to have a nice hot breakfast
served more comfortably than in a Pullman railway car.

We left Newfoundland after lunch and arrived in Ireland well
before breakfast time. I can imagine nothing more lovely than
flying through the heavens with creamy white clouds willowing
beneath us and a clear sparkling blue sky above. Of course, we
were lucky in our weather and the impression might have been very
different had we run into a bad patch. Actually, as we approached
the coast of Ireland the weather did deteriorate.

We landed at Foynes for an early breakfast, only to be told that
the fog over the Irish Channel was too bad for us to proceed. We
spent a pleasant twenty-four hours at Limerick. After New York
it was very much like going back into the eighteenth century, with
bare-footed children running about the back streets and everything
very much as it must have been a century ago. A two-hours'
journey the next day took us to Poole, where our seaplane glided
down quietly and smoothly into the sheltered waters. There were
the usual hold-ups and delays by the customs officials. They even
contemplated examining my diary, in spite of the fact that I was
returning from an pfficial visit.

Thousands during the war years have visited America, and I have
therefore not unduly dwelt upon my experiences there. But they
made a deep impression on my mind.

Distance and time have now been overcome in our relations to
the New World. When it took a week to reach America, and that
meant crossing the Atlantic, generally rough, and the journey to
Australia and New Zealand could not be done under a month, the
New and the Old Worlds were definitely separate. But now any
one of the Dominions can be reached in three days it is
comparatively easy to keep contact and know each other.

I am convinced the English-speaking people must work and act
together. It is not enough to treat the British Commonwealth
as a world apart. We would have been sunk without lend-lease
and the active help of the U.S.A. during both the great wars.

Besides, Canada, Australia and New Zealand are geographically
closer to the U.S.A. than to Great Britain. They have much in
common with her and admire the American way of living and accept
their standards. That does not mean any diminution in their